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-water to everybody concerned. If we are running the canal at full supply, each man will get the full supply to which he is entitled ; if we are running it at half, he will get half. It is a proportionate distribution of water. There has been strenuous opposition to this until, through overcoming some of this opposition, we have been in a position to show the zamin-dars by actual demonstration that our method is the correct one. The experiment has been most successful in the Eastern Nara tract. Despite opposition, we hope to introduce this method in other tracts. It is most important this should .be done from the educative standpoint, because with the barrage distribution of water we must adopt the most scientific methods of giving everybody his proper share. We hope to do that by means of the proportionate module.
 50.	Of course, if this department were transferred
recruitment would then become provincial, I presume,
and mainly or wholly Indian.    Is that one of your
reasons for opposing transfer ? — That point has been
put before our  Indian officers — whether that" will
mean  that  the  provincial  service  will   be  wholly
Indianised.    I am not in a position to say what the
actual result would be but that proposition was put
as I have said, to the Indian members, and they said
quite openly they did not want it.    Only yesterday
I had up two more officers and asked them, and they
were most emphatic in their expression of opinion
that it should be 50/50, which is a stronger pro
portion of European than that laid down by the Lee
Commission.
 51.	I   gather  that  you  regard   the  charging   of
adequate water rates as absolutely essential to the
success of these schemes.    Have you ever tried to
work out a scheme of distributing water by volume ?
— Yes, it has been tried, but it is not very successful
at present, because it is so difficult to get proper
volumetric measures at an economical cost.    On the
theoretical side, although there have been advocates
'of the volumetric distribution of water,  there are
just as many, if not more, against that system, and
after much consideration we  irrigation  officers  feel
that, although it is far from perfect, the method of
measurement by crops,, i.e. acreage irrigated, is as
good as we can at present devise.
 52.	Mr. Miller :   I should like to ask a few ques
tions about roads and communications.    They have
a very important bearing on the development of
 53.	Has it been proposed to hand over works such
as provincial roads, which are now in charge of the
Roads and Buildings branch of the Public Works
department to district local boards ? — Yes.    It has
actually been done in some cases in the Presidency.
 54.	What has been the result ? — Much to my own
disappointment, because I was concerned with the
experiment, the roads have all been taken back from
one district, and the taking of them back from the
other district is under consideration ; in other words,
it has been a failure.    In Sind we have no real roads
at all.    Certain so-called provincial roads have been
handed over to the district local boards, but I cannot
speak of jbheir being kept in proper condition because
they have never been in a proper condition.

 55.	You consider the transfer of such roads to
local boards is not justified ?— That is not only  my
opinion, but I think it is the opinion of all progressive
states throughout the world.    We have to centralise
again in. that direction.
 56.	Is there any hope of local bodies taking over
other provincial works of importance in the near
future? — I do not think so;   I think the hooe is
etti     less and less.	F
58. Yes. — There are many • reasons militating
against it. One is the difficulty the district local
board has in maintaining a high standard of efficiency.
It means a ternfic amount of keenness on the part of
res	He is, after all, an unpaid servant, as
 
 59.	Do you consider the roads in this province are
adequate to the needs of Sind ?—No.    I have been
into that question in connection with the roads in
Sind.    Certain   roads   in   the   Deccan   which   were
adequate a few years ago cannot possibly stand up to
modern forms of transport, and in Sind, as I said just
now, practically no roads exist at all, except on the
map.    We have submitted a report to tue Bombay
Government in the last six months on a proposal to
have certain up-to-date main roads in Sind.
 60.	Do you think the district local boards would be
capable of undertaking this work ?—No, I do not.
 61.	Why ?—For   the   reason   I   have   given.    It
requires remorseless energy and high technical know
ledge to make the best use of the money available.
In the'Ahmednagar district I do not think the policy
of handing over roads failed necessarily owing to the
president of the district local board or his committee,
but the fact remains it failed under circumstances
which are infinitely more favourable than we shall
ever get in Sind.
 62.	Another  reason  being,   I  take it,   that there
would not be any co-ordinated scheme ?—Exactly
so ;  that is why we shall have to go back to central
isation.
 63.	Is   it   proposed   to   separate   the   roads   and
buildings branch of the Public Works department
from the Irrigation branch ?—That proposal has been
on the tapis for some years now, but I understand the
Bombay Government propose to  postpone  further
consideration until after the report of the present
Statutory Commission is out.    It was opposed by
the members of the service* for the reason that it
reduces opportunities, and it is opposed by the heads
of the service because it reduces the field of experience
of their officers.
 64.	Rao Bahadur Patil:  Can you give us any idea
of the time within which the debt contracted for the
construction of the Sukkur Barrage will be repaid
with interest ?—I cannot give you the exact figure,
but it is round about the twenty-first year.    We hope
the figures will be even more favourable, because we
are now revising our forecast.
 65.	What  is   the  approximate  period ?—Twenty
years from the date of starting.
 66.	Khan Saheb Abdul Latif:   I suppose you are
against the transfer of .irrigation for Sind ?—Both in
Sind and the Bombay Presidency proper.
 67.	You include the Deccan also ?—Yes.
 68.	Can you tell   me the reasons- for which you
are against it in the Deccan ?—For the same reason
—political pressure is almost as acute in the Bombay-
Deccan as it is in Sind.

 69.	You know there are no big zamindars in the
Deccan, whether of the Muhammadan or any other
community ?—That is so,  but  where  you  lose  in
quality you make up in quantity ; there are so many
of them.
 70.	Syed Miran Muhammad Shah : Do you object
to the transfer of the Irrigation department to an
Indian if he is an executive member just as now ?—
No, I do not bring the question of personality into
it at all.
 71.	You only mean that it should not be in charge
of a minister who might be under public pressure ?—
Exactly.
 72.	I want to know your idea of how far public
pressure has entered into the conduct of a minister ?
—Well, it has never arisen, because fortunately for
irrigation it has never been in the charge of a minister.

 76.	Do you propose jbo construct any other barrage
of the size of the Sukkur Barrage ?—I, personally ?
I cannot speak for myself, but there are two other
schemes that will have to be considered "within the
next two or three generations—a Barrage at Mith-
ankot and one at Kotri or Jerrak.
 77.	How long do you think it would take to get
that in hand ?—I should think it would be thirty or
forty years before we could commit ourselves in
any way to either of these schemes, unless we can.

